
Our Commission meeting is 

free and open to the public and 

will be held at 801 West Balti-

more Street, Baltimore. We 

hope for you to come and par-

ticipate!  

To keep up with the Commis-

sion, our meetings and other 

events in Maryland please visit 

our website:  

www.middleeastern.maryland.g

ov 

Greetings! 

The Governor‟s Commission on 

Middle Eastern American Af-

fairs will be holding their bi-

monthly meeting on September 

30, 2010 at 6:00pm in Balti-

more City. 

The meeting is scheduled to 

take place at the University of 

Maryland BioPark. According to 

the BioPark‟s website, their 

mission “is to create a univer-

sity-associated research park 

that accelerates biotechnology 

commercialization and eco-

nomic development in the sur-

rounding community and 

throughout the region.“ 

The University of Maryland 

BioPark is one of twenty-four 

incubators in Maryland, but 

one of the only incubators sup-

ported through the Maryland 

Department of Economic Devel-

opment. The incubators pro-

vide international business 

owners flexible office space, 

access to pro bono services 

(such as visas necessary to do 

business) and access to Mary-

land‟s top research facilities. 

The Commission decided to 

host their bi-monthly meeting 

at the University of Maryland 

BioPark because our recent 

initiatives have focused on 

encouraging Middle Eastern 

businesses to move to Mary-

land. 

The Commission is interested 

in focusing on the business 

opportunities between Mary-

land and the Middle East. Spe-

cifically, studying the benefits 

of foreign direct investments. 

In partnership with the Mary-

land Middle Eastern Chamber 

of Commerce, the Commission 

hopes to facilitate a stronger 

business relationship and 

bridge the gap between Mary-

land and the Middle East. 

Message from the Commission 

Statement from Governor Martin O'Malley on Hundreds of Additional Jobs Gained 

On August 20, 2010, Governor 

Martin O‟Malley announced 

that for the fifth straight month, 

Maryland experienced job 

growth. In July, Maryland em-

ployers added 500 jobs to their 

payrolls, with unemployment 

remaining steady at 7.1 per-

cent. This marks the best per-

forming January—July period in 

Maryland since 1999, as Mary-

land performs at triple the na-

tional job growth rate since 

January. 

In his statement, Governors 

O‟Malley said, “Since January, 

Maryland employers have 

added more than 40,000 jobs 

to their payrolls. Our ability to 

sustain job growth, which is 

now triple the rate of the rest of 

the nation, is encouraging con-

sidering that national payrolls 

have declined over the past 

two months. Maryland‟s unem-

ployment rate remains about 

25 percent below the national 

average, and our private sector 

has now added jobs for five 

consecutive months, proving 

that in these tough economic 

times, we continue to improve 

the conditions that allow busi-

nesses—large and small—to 

create and save jobs.” 
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It is with the greatest pleasure 

that the Commission releases 

its second consecutive newslet-

ter. Our goal is to continue 

keeping you informed on our 

initiatives. 

The Commission is in the final 

stages of completing its annual 

report, anticipated to be re-

leased in October. The report 

will outline our 2010-2011 

work plan and list our 2009 

accomplishments. 

One of our greatest achieve-

ments in 2009 regards the 

inclusion of Middle Eastern 

owned businesses in Mary-

land‟s 2010 Disparity Study. 

The Commission hopes to 

achieve through this study the 

inclusion of Middle Eastern 

owned businesses to the Mary-

land Minority Business Enter-

prise Program. 

In tandem with our initiative 

regarding the Minority Business 

Enterprise program, the Com-

mission is working hard to cre-

ate, update and maintain a 

database of resources impor-

tant to our community. Particu-

larly of interest is the creation 

of a business directory to serve 

as a clearinghouse of all Middle 

Eastern American owned busi-

nesses across our State. 

We cannot stress enough how 

important  your support is to 

our Commission. In order to 

best serve our community the 

Commission wants to hear you! 

If you have any questions, sug-

gestions or concerns you can 

contact the Commission at: 

MidEast@GOCI.state.md.us 

You can also reach the Admin-

istrator directly at: 

410-767-7925 

We hope to hear from you!  

tices. Done in-house with input 

from a number of focus groups, 

www.choosemaryland.org was 

redesigned earlier this year to 

incorporate more interactive 

and social media features, bet-

ter communicate Maryland‟s 

competitive advantages and 

business community success 

stories and strengthen key 

economic and employment 

data. 

“When we redesigned [our web-

site], it was critical that we in-

The Maryland Department of 

Business and Economic Devel-

opment‟s (DBED) interactive 

business website has won a 

2010 Digital Government 

Achievement Award from the 

Center for Digital Government, 

a national research and advi-

sory institute. The award, which 

will be presented later this 

month, recognizes government 

websites for being progressive 

and innovative, while also serv-

ing as a model for best prac-

corporate the latest interactive 

tools, current economic data 

and streamlined access to busi-

ness assistance resources to 

make it easier for our busi-

nesses to do business in Mary-

land,” said Secretary Johans-

son. “I am proud our website 

has been selected to serve as a 

model for best practices for 

government websites nation-

wide.” 

For more information, visit: 

www.choosemaryland.org 

Administrative Report 

State‟s Business Website Tapped for National Best Practices Award 

Statement from Governor Martin O‟Malley on Maryland‟s Selection as a „Race to 

the Top‟ Winner 

does indeed stand at the 

top.  We are honored to have 

been selected as a winner of 

this prestigious competition. 

“While our participation in the 

federal „Race to the Top‟ initia-

tive culminated today with the 

receipt of up to $250 million in 

education investments, this 

process has always been part 

of a long-term strategic policy 

initiative aimed at reforming 

Maryland‟s public schools and 

ensuring every child receives 

the world-class education they 

deserve.  Maryland remains the 

nation‟s number one public 

school system and it‟s our goal 

to continue implementing stra-

tegic reforms, allowing our stu-

dents to not only compete with 

their peers across the nation, 

but to be globally competitive 

as well.  

“We are grateful for the oppor-

tunity to advance these reforms 

with the assistance of federal 

investments from President 

Obama and the U.S. Depart-

ment of Education.” 

Governor Martin O‟Malley is-

sued the following statement, 

upon the announcement by the 

U.S. Department of Education 

that Maryland is among 10 

winners in President Obama‟s 

“Race to the Top” grant initia-

tive, bringing up to $250 mil-

lion in education investments 

to Maryland‟s public schools: 

“I want to congratulate the 

students, teachers, and admin-

istrators of Maryland‟s public 

schools for demonstrating that 

among the 50 states, Maryland 
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“Maryland 

remains the 

nation’s 

number one 

public 

school 

system...” 



Established in October of 2007, 

the Governor‟s Commission on 

Middle Eastern American Af-

fairs began serving the commu-

nity at the highest executive 

level. 

The Governor‟s Office was se-

lective in their appointment 

process to ensure demo-

graphic, gender, and country of 

origin diversity. The Commis-

sion represents nine different 

Middle Eastern countries. Spe-

cifically there are Commission-

ers from Palestine, Turkey, 

Lebanon, Israel, Iran, Iraq, Paki-

stan, Egypt and Jordan. 

Appointed Vice Chair by Gover-

nor Martin O‟Malley and helping 

lead the 21-member Commis-

sion is Mr. Rafi Rone.  

Vice Chair Rone studied inter-

national and public affairs at 

the Columbia University in New 

York. After earning his Masters 

at Columbia, Mr. Rone moved 

to Jerusalem and continued his 

education at the Hartman Insti-

tute and Pardes Institute and 

the Hebrew University of Jerusa-

lem. 

After completing his education, 

Rafi Rone then moved to cen-

tral Asia and served as the 

Ralph Goldman International 

Community Fellow for the Joint 

Distribution Committee. 

Committed to a career in com-

munity development, in 2001 

Vice Chair Rone co-founded and 

served as the program director 

of ATZUM-JusticeWorks. This 

organization is a grassroots 

NGO focusing on person-to-

person social justice projects. 

In 2008, Rafi Rone moved to 

Maryland and served as the 

Deputy Director of the Balti-

more Jewish Council. In this 

post, Mr. Rone engaged and 

hosted many inter-faith and 

inter-ethnic dialogues with mul-

tiple communities. Rafi cur-

rently serves as Director of Jew-

ish Giving for the Joseph & Har-

vey Meyerhoff Family Charitable 

Funds. 

With a commitment to social 

justice and community develop-

ment, Vice Chair Rafi Rone also 

serves as the Chair of the Com-

mission‟s Community Develop-

ment Committee.  

Under his leadership, the Com-

mission hosted their first an-

nual health conference in June 

2009 which focused on the 

need for culturally competent 

healthcare. 

As Vice Chair of the Governor‟s 

Commission on Middle Eastern 

American Affairs, Mr. Rafi Rone 

provides the Commission with a 

strong voice and a positive en-

ergy to maintain momentum on 

accomplishing our initiatives 

regarding strengthening the 

Maryland Middle Eastern Ameri-

can community. 

SPOTLIGHT: Meet your Middle Eastern American Commission Vice Chairman! 
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Vice Chair Rafi Rone and Family with Governor O’Malley 

Members of the Governor’s Commission on Middle Eastern American Affairs 
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“With a 

commitment 

to social 

justice and 

community 

development, 

Vice Chair 

Rafi Rone also 

serves as the 

Commission’s 

Chair of the 

Community 

Development 

Committee.”  



September 11                               

Leonardtown Waterfront Celebra-

tion, at Leanordtown Wharf,        

12pm to 5pm           

September 16                             

NAAP-Baltimore Networking Event at 

The Eden, 777 S. Eden Street, Balt-

from 6:30pm to 9:30pm                 

For more information, email:       

mayazayat@gmail.com 

September 21                               

Town Hall Meeting, Governor‟s Of-

fice of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing 

at 5900 Metro Drive, Baltimore 

from, 10:30am to 12:-00pm 

October 5                                           

Governor‟s Conference on Housing 

& Sustainable Communities           

For more information, visit: 

www.dhcd.maryland.gov  

Stay updated on various activi-

ties around our great State and 

Metro area! 

September 11-12               

Boonsborough Days, at              

Shafer Park, Boonsborough                 

For more information, call: 301-

432-5889 

September 11                       

Takoma Park Folk Festival, at 

Takoma Park Middle School   

11am-6pm  

September 11                          

Antiques Appraisal Day at    

American Legion Carroll Post 31 

September 11                           

Duck Fair, 23rd Annual at,           

Decoy Grounds, Havre de Grace 

 

Governor’s Office of Community Initiatives 

301 West Preston Street 

15th Floor 

Baltimore, MD 21202 

Phone: 410-767-7925 

Fax: 410-333-7542 

E-mail: MidEast@goci.state.md.us  

Governor‟s Commission on 

Middle Eastern Americans 

“Serving the Middle Eastern 

American community throughout the 

State at the highest executive level.” 

On October 11, 2007, Governor Martin O'Malley 

signed the Executive Order to create the Governor's 

Commission on Middle Eastern American Affairs. The 

Commission was created to address the need for 

State agencies to respond effectively to the needs 

and concerns of Maryland citizens with ancestral heri-

tage in Middle Eastern countries. 

The Commission was appointed by the Governor and 

his administration in order to address the issues fac-

ing the Middle Eastern American community at the 

highest level of the Executive Branch of Maryland 

State Government. 

Upcoming Events in Maryland 

We‟re on the web! 

www.middleeastern.maryland.gov 

If you would like to submit an announcement to post, 

please email it to: MidEast@goci.state.md.us. Every an-

nouncement must contain a date, title, location, time, 

phone number or website. We reserve the right to edit or 

delete any submissions. 


